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January 2015  
 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 
 
 

01 Jessie Grant 
        Pat Hessler 
        Amy & Mark Steigerwald 
02    Dick & Joanne Brown  
09    Murphy Yang 
10    Naomi  Kolehmeinen 
14 Jared Cummings 
 Melissa Koenig  
15 Carsen Nostrandt 
16    Amy Steigerwald  
18  Brian Nostrandt 
 Evelyn Osborn 
 Christie Zylstra 
19    Chris Porter 
21    Levi Hubbard 
        John King 
22   Bill Bruinsma 
        Jan Condon 
 Betty Milliron 
24   Ron Phillips 
        Suzanne Reising 
 Kay VanOrder 
25   Kimberly Gilbert 
26   Andrea Frost 
        Pat Katz 
 Julie Robinson 
 Our Church Family 
28 Hugh Hessler 

31     Cory & Jessica Baklarz 

 

Catch These  

Coming Events! 
 
 

Jan. 01 Happy New Year! 
 

Jan.  22 Al’s Academy 
 

Jan. 25 Annual Meeting & Potluck 
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Our Annual Meeting  
& Potluck Lunch  

Sunday, January 25 
 

following the Worship Service.   
Copies of the Annual Report will be 
available January 21 at the sanctuary 

doors, and proxy ballots are available at 
the end of the Report. 

 
 

January is our  

Financial Worker’s  
Appreciation Month.   

From the Financial Secretaries 
to the Investment people, to the Treasurers, these 

are the people who work behind the scenes to 
keep our finances and accounts in order.   
Not everyone has the ability to serve us  

in such ways, so thank you  
—all of you—for your gift(s).   



 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Page 
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I was inspired by the new movie “The 
Theory of Everything,” to look up what 
Stephen Hawking actually said during one 
particular speech. I don’t know that I found 
the correct speech, but I love the last 
statement of the speech I found. He said,   
 

“Although Science may solve the problem of 
~how the universe began, it can not answer 
the question: why does the universe bother 
to exist? Maybe only God can answer that.” 1, 

2 

 

What I appreciated about the movie was 
learning more about a man I have always 
thought so far above me intellectually, I 
would probably never know anything more 
than how smart he was and how hard he has 
had to work.  Whether true or not, the movie 
led me to realize that I may have misjudged 
Dr. Hawking; that he had humor and the 
courage to say, essentially, “I’ve changed my 
mind.”   
 

There are still lots of thought rolling around 
in my head, but all this thinking led me to 
this thought: now that the holidays are over, 
and the “let down” of January is upon us, 
there are a lot of things we can do to check 
out perceptions that may be misperceptions. 
Movies, reading (especially fiction), getting 
together for a cup of coffee or a pop, going 
for walks and things of the like, offer us the 
opportunity to do a little cleaning up of our 
hearts and minds. My “thought” is that the 
coming month is a great time to do some 
personal spring cleaning—during winter.  
 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me.”  Ps. 51:10 
 

Still mulling things over, Pastor Dinah 
______________ 

1 http://www.ralentz.com/old/astro/
hawking-1.html 
2 My instant reaction: “God so loved the 
world…” John 3:15 

 

Balance/Auditory/Vision 
eXercises  

Mary Ann Short is going to offer a 
four week class here in the Red Room 
called BalA VisX. It’s an acronym for 
Balance/Auditory/Vision eXercises, 
which can also be understood as 
movement oriented brain body 
integration. They are simple exercises 
to help balance, focus, hearing, 
memory, vision, energy level and 
concentration and are applicable to 3 
year olds to 90+ year-olds. The 
technique has been used in schools, 
rehabilitation centers, in the U.S. and 
all over the world. There will be a 
presentation board in the dining room 
for further info. The classes are 
planned for Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 
beginning Jan. 5. 
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Congratulations!  
 

 Carolyn Lalas on her retirement 
after 39 years as the Benzie County 
Community Chorus director. Your 
arms deserve a good rest.  

 

 Marti Mollema on her second 
retirement— from the Darcy 
Library.  Your shelving skills 
deserve a good rest.  

 

 Sarah Chownyk on coming in first 
in her age bracket at the Traverse 
City Turkey Trot in November. 
Your legs deserve a good rest. 

 

 Kay Van Order’s daughter-in-law, 
Diane Tuller, on her fifth state title 
win in her final season as coach at 
Monroe St. Mary Catholic Central.  

 

Thank you!  
 

 Donna and Ron Phillips for hosting 
our Caroling Party.  Your 
hospitality was delightful! 

 

 All who helped to make the Silver 
Tea another great successful start to 
the holiday season. Each one of you 
contributed more than you knew. 

 

 All who helped to make the 
Christmas Pageant the best ever! 
Gretchen Eichberger-Kudlack, your 
directing was a huge blessing! 

 

 All the gifts throughout Christmas 
and my birthday.  You are all such 
wonderful gifts! 

 

 Candace Nostrandt for being our 
faithful church recycler.  Big smile! 

 

Al’s Academy 
Our very own 
Al Bryant will 
present a 
series of three 
programs 
again this 
winter 
beginning on 
Thursday, 
January 22.  
All are 
welcome to 
join us at 5:30 p.m. for some dinner 
and then Al will enlighten us with the 
first of his programs “A Night With 
the Marx Brothers”.  Learn about these 
famous siblings who changed the face 
of cinema with their outrageous take 
on comedy, satire and occasionally, 
current events..  
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There were 12 Council members at the  
December 10, 2014 Council meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:                                          
Income for November: $  7,541.50 
Expenses for November:  $  7,014.72 
 
YTD Expenses:                    $92,031.70 
YTD Income:                        $82,709.16 
 
Memorials:   
Judy Welch: During the month of November 
there were donations totaling $75.00 to the 
Memorial Fund. 
 
Missions: 
Income was $218.25 from the congregational 
offerings and $400.00 from the Investment 
Fund, and $200.00 from the Brawner Mission 
Fund.  Checks were written to all our 
designated mission supports and to NACCC.   
 
Nominating:   
Myra Elias: The Committee is working on 
nominating new Council members for 2015. 
 
Outreach:   
1) The proceeds from the Cakewalk 

($157.00) were sent to the Chamber of 
Commerce 

2) The Caroling Party was held at the 
Phillips’ home on December 17 

3) The Committee voted on the advertising 
for our Christmas Eve service. 

 
By-Laws, Finance & Stewardship, Historian, 
Investments:  no reports 
 
Religious Education: 
Mary Ann Harness: We are presenting a 
Christmas Pageant during the December 21 
service. 
 

 

Personnel: 
Jim Buzzell: See Pastor’s Report. 
 
Property: 
Mary Reed: 
1. An electrician will be giving an estimate 

on repairing/updating switches both at 
the Church and the Parsonage and for 
increased lighting in the Sanctuary 

2. The sound system in the Sanctuary was 
updated; the new wireless microphone 
sounds good 

3. The carpets have been cleaned and the 
new microware has been installed. 

 
Women’s Fellowship: 
Mary Reed: The Silver Tea was a huge 
success with proceeds totaling $1,391.75. 
 
Worship: 
Ann Osborn: 
1. Additional Christmas Eve candle holders 

were purchased and have arrived 
2. Upcoming events include the Christmas 

Pageant on December 21, the Christmas 
Eve service on December 24, and de-
decorating the Sanctuary on January 7,  
(this is subject to change). 

 
Pastor’s Report: 
Report was submitted to those present.   
 
Unfinished Business:   
Council Meeting time change:  John 
McElduff made the motion that we change 
the Council meeting time to 4 p.m., 
indefinitely. Approved. 
 
New Business:  none 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Ann Osborn, Church Council Clerk  
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Council  Notes 



 

Ernie Balcueva 
Ed Baldwin 

Gordon Banks 
Shane Bonderenko 

Ada Brown 
Dick Brown 

Joanne Brown 
Katie Burns 
Jim Buzzell 

Bud Carpenter 
Abby Gartland 

Randy & Rita Gilbert 
Amber Holmgren 
Charlie Holtrey 
Carolyn Levis 
Erika Lewis 

Lois Martindale 
Erma McKinnon 
Susie Middleton 

Mary Jane Murray 
Stephen Napper 

Cheryl Noll 
Arlene Olsen 
Tim Ruddy 

Julie Van Antwerp 
Ward Van Houten  

Alan Vigland 
 

 
 

 

Bonnie Warren 
Janice Westrup 

 

Our Prayers are 
extended to the 

families of: 
 

Vernon Bailey 
Tiffany Cox  

Bill Frost 
Mildred Gillespie 

Minnie Graf 
Katherine Green 
Nora Hirschfeld 

Chuck Kibby 
Lee Kneisel 

Jerry Lee 
Jerry Reddy 

Dan Stephens 
Treg Szerlong 
Helen Wenn 

 

Those serving in       
the Military: 

 

Matt Conrad 
Ryan Kingsinger 

Mike Porter 
Clark Robinson 

 

Please Remember  
in Prayer 
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We Got Mail! 
 

Dear Robin & Jim MacKenzie,  
Sending our greeting to you, 
your husband, and the Church.  
We love you so much and 
thank you for dedication to 
serve, say hi to pastor and 
whole congregation.  God bless 
you all.  Warmest regards, 
Evanson, Priscillah, Ebenezer 
and Nissi 
Mugoh 
Nairobi, 
Africa  

 

December was awesome! 
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Not So  
Happy New Year?   

 

We invite those of you who have 
suffered the loss of a loved one to join 
us on Sunday, January 4th, 3:00 PM at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 955 James 
St., Frankfort (we meet in the church 

library).  We will talk about “Realistic 
Strategies for Coping with Grief in the 
New Year”.   There is comfort in being 
with others who understand so please 

join us for coffee, cookies, and 
conversation.  We hope to see you.  
Call Carol and Doug Luther if you 
have questions or would like more 

information (231-399-0141). 

 

Loving Someone Who 
Has Dementia 

 

New Classes beginning  
January 27, 2015, 812 S. Garfield,  

Suite E, Traverse City 
6 weeks, ending March 3, 2015 

3:00 – 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Class size is limited 

Cost: $120.00  
(early registration $110.00) 

Book is required:   
Loving Someone Who Has Dementia 

by Pauline Boss, PhD 
 

Janis G Duwe, MA, LPC, NCC 
JGD Counseling, PLLC 

231-649-2157 
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Jessie Grant 
 

Pat Hessler 
 

Amy & Mark 
Steigerwald 
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Dick & Joanne 
Brown 
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Mason Gokey 
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10:30 a.m. 
Worship & 
Sunday School 
Epiphany Sunday 

 
 

 
 

 

5 
 

1:00 p.m. 
BalA VisX  
Group Class 
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9:00 a.m. 
Foot Care Clinic 

 

11:00 a.m.   
Worship 
Committee & 
De-Decorate 
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3:30 p.m. 
Investment 
Meeting 
 

4:00 p.m.   
Council Meeting 
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9:00 a.m.  Yoga  
 

5:15 p.m.  
Outreach Meeting 

 

7:30 p.m. Choir 
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Murphy Yang 
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Naomi 
Kolehmeinen 

 

Kayla Nye 
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10:30 a.m. 
Worship & 
Sunday School   
 

 

12 
 

1:00 p.m. 
BalA VisX  
Group Class 
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4:00 p.m.  
Property Mtg. 
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Jared Cummings 
 

Melissa Koenig 

15 
 

9:00 a.m.  Yoga 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Ministerial Assoc.  

 

7:30 p.m. Choir 
 

 
 

 

 

Carsen Nostrandt 

16 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Amy 
Steigerwald 

17 
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10:30 a.m. 
Worship & 
Sunday School   

 
 
 

 
 

Brian Nostrandt 
 

Evelyn Osborn 
 

Christy Zylstra 

19 
 

1:00 p.m. 
BalA VisX  
Group Class 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Chris Porter 
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21 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levi Hubbard 
 

John King 
 

Terrell Porter 

22 
 

9:00 a.m.  Yoga 
 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 
& Al’s Academy 

 

7:30 p.m. Choir 
 

Bill Bruinsma 
 

Jan Condon 
 

Betty Milliron 

23 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ron Phillips 
 

Suzanne Reising 
 

Kay VanOrder 

25 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Worship  
 
 

 
 

Annual Meeting  
& Potluck 
following  

Worship Service 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Kimberly Gilbert 

26 
 

1:00 p.m. 
BalA VisX  
Group Class 
 
 
 

 

First 
Congregational 
Church of 
Frankfort 
Andrea Frost 
Pat Katz 
Julie Robinson 

27 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

9:30 a.m. 
Human Service 
Collaborative 
Meeting 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Hugh Hessler 

29 
 

9:00 a.m.  Yoga 
 

7:30 p.m. Choir 
 

 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cory & Jessica 
Barklarz 

First Congregational  Church of Frankfort 
January 2015 
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Date 
Greeters/Ushers 

Head Usher:   Chris Porter 
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Ann & Paul Osborn, 
Mary Ann Harness  
and Marti Mollema 

Greeter and 
Ushers: 

Please arrive 
at church by         

10:00 a.m. 
ready to 

greet and 
welcome all  
who come to 

worship. 
(Greeters and 

Ushers are 
the front line 

people in 
welcoming 
visitors and  
new church  

family 
members!) 

11 

Fred & Betty Milliron, 
Lori Dougherty  
and Mary Reed 

18 

Nora Bungard,  
Signe Ruddy, 

Chris & Marjorie Porter  

25 

Alma House,  
 Jill Smeltzer and  

Maggie Baker 

Many blessings are wished 
to all for the New Year!!! 


